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of a visual sense. But it would carry us too far to
press, for the purposes of this discussion, an argu-
ment which applies so largely to the whole of the
intuitional philosophy. The strongest Intuitionist
will not maintain that a belief should be held for
instinctive when evidence (real or apparent), sufficient
to engender it, is universally admitted to exist. To
the force of the evidence must be, in this case, added
all the emotional or moral causes which incline men
to the belief; the satisfaction which it gives to the
obstinate questionings with which men torment
themselves respecting the past; the hopes which it
opens for the future; the fears also, since fear as well
as hope predisposes to belief; and to these in the
case of the more active spirits must always have
been added a perception of the power which belief in
the supernatural affords for governing mankind,
either for their own good, or for the selfish purposes
of the governors.

The general consent of mankind does not, there-
fore, afford ground for admitting, even as an hypo-
thesis, the origin in an inherent law of the human
mind, of a fact otherwise so more than sufficiently, so
.amply, accounted for.